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Dear Corky, 1/12/76 

I regret to say the phlebitis lingers. I seom to have reached a plateau. 

Except in work. I have a speech, ms&ziing income, in a couple ot days. 1 11 b- a*ay 
four daya, which will put me that much more behind. So again I uan f t make as detailed 
a response as I'd like to your 1/5/76. 

The invitation to visit Cegas is great but I can t afford it find I can’t let 
you bear the expense and thi * time of the year it is impossible, it would be possible 
later, perhaps, if I could get ‘someone to stay here after the tax soason and take care 
of book orders and answer the phone, etc. One problem would roniain: whether my wile 
would fly. She isn't afraid of flying itself but the one time oho did fly, in 1957, 
on a JDC3 ono way and a Connie the other, she was sick lor three months from something 

the doctors then attributed to pressure. 

Your off or is, however, wanning and I appreciate it. Enough to take a little 
time to tell you a story. 

bhen the helicopter ruined our poultry fanning, aided a bit by a series of sonic 
booms, and when we had won the first lawsuit and set a precedent and thus had won the 
second suit except *f or the amount of damages, we dreamed of a real vacation. B*ck when 
I was a Washington* magazine correspondent and free-lanced 3 a Carribean cruise vacation 
when her vacation period c am. But a series of anti-Nazi exposes I was working on, or 
rather the success of thu first that triggered the scries, made it impossible for me. 

I guess that was 1941. So, I drove her to Now York where ah- took the ship, I went to 
work and in the next tvio months or less made about a year* 3 normal income. Bel ore X 
left New York, with what I had when I wont there, I had enough for the government to 
sieze a major drug firm and hold it for the duration ox' the war. 1 don't think to 
ever had a chance for a real vacation after that. And I didn't have one then. 

I worked like hell. IfthX Quito a few Nazi cover outfits were taken over after my articles 
appeared. Then c;une the war. While I was in OSS we decided to movo into tfee suburbs to 
get more room and so my wife could garden. She's the greatest at it and loved it. Then 
we could not afford a vacation in order to pay for the house. Then I got disgusted with 
the dishonesties required by making a living at non-fiction writing and decided to 
become a farmer. And with chickens who ever heard of a free minute? So, when it was 
certain that e'd have a heavy damage settlement from the government (from the 
Secretary down the Bofense DepartaaUv could not have been nicer to us), our dream was to 
go to Baltimore, drive along the dock 3 until we saw a boat we liked - a freighter - and 
first ask i* they's take us and perhaps later ask where. Only the Army and llyboys 
decided to foght the precedent we had established by using U3 as guinea pigs, something 
X later corno to suspect and of whioh I got proof two years ago* anu the world-famous 
lawyor who then represented us turned out to be ono ol narl Warren o oast friends und 
tho lawyer he put on our case had been Warren's law clerK.^ykanwhilc, tool with th»- v.nd 
of farming I'd rotumod to writing and then to the Warren Report. Wh n the./ learned 
this they gave ua a screwing I never expected. They let tho statute of limitations rim 
on almost all we could claim for. With an open-and-shut case. When I learned it was too 
late for anything except determination and a new lawyer. By keeping saying no to every 
offer I finally got enough to pay off our considerable mortagge on this place. 

So, I know we need a vacation. And I'd love it. Probably we could get someone 
to stay here. But I really think that when the time comas to got on % plane my wife 
will remember those three very bad months and what amounts to an alleggy to any kind of 
noise and not fly. Since th^ time she flew I can remember only four times she was at 
an airport: with friends who drove ray car(she doesn't fcfcyx drive) when I went off on 
and returned from my first transcontinental speaking/investi gating trip; and when 
friend came to spend a month helping her in 1967, the nuxt year. I don u things she 3 
been at an airport since « 
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However, I would like to spend some time with you on this Gall stuff. 



Hy the way, my wife was going off for a feu days a3 soon as I got Foot Mortem 
at the printer's. I was not. I was going to bo available if there were any problems 
and to keep things going. Gy wife was going to spend some time with my mother. Then 

this phlebitis ended that. 

So, I'll you a counter-offer. lou get souk* local college or civic groups 

or any tiling to book mo for a speech and I'll promise to stay several days longer, 
whether or not my wife will travel. With a college tlds would have to before the end 
of the college season. If it would or could ba arranged and it cane while my wife is 
working the fee will not only enable her to take cabs but would enable mo to take her 
away after the end of the tax season when I can get someone to stay here and I promise 
you/ I'd use it this way. If you can do this I'll turn it ovor to my lecture bureau 
which hasn't done much to date, hot as the subject i3. They get $1000 plus expenses, 
from which they take their cut. Or, I'll doit directly, little as they have booked. 

The speech I'm about to make I turned over to them. They did not book it for mo. 

If you know anyone who knows anyone at any nearby college, please try and then 

we can hnv j a good long talk. There is much I / want to go over with you besides what 

you now say. An d bfi this I've something now. A reporter friend has checked out Hall's 
claimed alibis. He tolls me they do not stack. Otherwise Hall has a solid lioel case 
against National Tatler. Maybe tha flyers I'll enclose can help with the colleges. 

As you know, I'm the one who got Hall to go to New Orleans, after he won In 

court. With Howard. He wanted me to go with 1dm but I couldn't raise the money. 

T^eyjuat liad n orasy part in Ii.0. Lay after day of idle bullshitting. They tafxkL 
enough of it. Garrison never gave mo a transcript but I got one of enough if not all. 

It was pretty sick stuff. And utterly incompetent. It is one of the things that 
belated wised me up about Garrison and Ids people. (l should, in fairness, make an 
exaoptiou of his regular Da investugators, who wore not in on this and who, I 22 ; sure, 
are competent for ordinary police woi’k, which this isn't.) 

Thi 3 was the time I 3 polo? to your dad, about 2/68. Tilings had lia ;>ened to you. 
Hall when 1 interviewed him was in the to Va hospital rhined by the earthquake. The 
real purpose of uy interviews was to get his to go to H.O. I didn't dr^am that ^arrioon 

rfould freeze na out. 



How I have to tell you about him as it really is .brilliant in some way; quite 
arsons ble and persuasive; articulate; lazy; cra.y as hsllj and utterly boyoud hi 3 
depth in this. He never did any real work. He never did any real investigating. Ho xtoto 
poured over the irrelevant, took anyone also 'a work ho could got, theorized and too 
often just held court with a motley gang fawning all over him. Gome exploited him. ’dth 
your background what 1 can tell you will stun you, it is thao bad. Keanwnile, while 
Hall was there, they even triad to use him to steal one of my sources, a man *ho would 
have done anything to help if he'd been a3ked straight out but wa3 outraged by tha 
low ethics and morals of it all. (When Gar ison tried it with bane he threw Lane out.) 

So, despite your feelings, I have to toll you that there never was any such thing as a 
Garrison "investigation." There was instead one of H the biggest messings-up ever, e 
never ©von investigated Shaw, not even after he dh-^rged h im. I didn t know this until the 
Would you dream that a HA would file charges without an investigation? Garrison 
would l ave been great as a nutvie but in r^al lile he was a fiasco, paranoid to boor. 



il fciXdra is anything else to which X should have responded, my apologies, &3 
for the typing errors I hav«j to leave you to figure out. I've held ny legs up while 
typing as ion at the ruucles and oack will stand and will now xiake plottage"’ in a different 
and less uncomfortable position. However, I want you to know that whether or not any thing 
comes of it I deeply appreciate your gensroas offer. And I do hope the day comes when 
we can sit down and talk this all through, without rush. Lest regards. 
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OSAR HAROLD $ FAMILY, 



p m t tv ?*i Y'Trrp TYT'THR mu T3 DAVE. HOPS THE NSW YEAR FI-JIS YO'JR iiri.--.LLd 
bIttIr. S^GOOD LORD ' KMOV/S THAT WITHOUT A WIFE TO KSLP IT'S AN 
IMPOSSIBILITY (OUR NEXT 23 YEARS START THIS EASTER). 

FANCY STATIONARY IS FURNISHED 3Y MY DAUGHTER . 
vav t a. SUGGEST I IN? HO ,J S THC3 T3 jd.OT OUT , 3.T 

MEANT IN THS kInDEST REGARDS^ AND RESPECT. YOU/R EFFORTS OF THSSi 
a '.ry vi^aqc’ a ■. l? PROBABLY TAXED YOU TO THij NaAR i 1 AX I HUM • Xo i- xii-j 

PROPER "TIKE TO SIT 3ACK AND REFLECT A LITTLE BIT?_ I SNOW PERSONALLY 
THIS HELPS IN MY OWN EVALUATIONS. A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON EVERYTHING 
T3 a NECB33 ITY SOI-ISTIKES . IF YOUR WIFE HAS BUSIES 3 TO AS 3 U Hi. U.TTlL 
VP Hast HID APRIL MAYBE A PLANNED TRIP SHORTLY THEREAFTER MIGHT 
BE SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO. DO YOU HA V- SOMEONE TRUSTiD TO 
i,; at OH YOTJR PLACE FOP. A SHORT VACATION? WHAT I WOULD PROPOSa IS 
FOR YOU BOTH TO COME TO VEGAS AS OUR GUESTS IN LATE SPRING OR^WHaw 
E v""P CONVENIENT. BY PLANNING I 0 AN AFFORD Y OUR TRIP, sO IF rHIS 
SOUNDS TO YOUR LIKING PLEASE CONSIDER. NOTHING FANCY OR lO i-ia.N_ 
B?iSr LIGHTS BUT IT MIGHT BE A FRESH A? ’ROACH TO WHAT WE WOULD 
!J- to ACCOMPLISH IN OUR LIFE TIMS. WELL , PLEASE CONSIDER 

M3 YOOT REPLY AFTER MAT EVER SEEDS TO 3E COKVEHIBHT AS TO 

TIME* 

'w titt tt a vp MFC 53 S ARY ^ROOF OF EXPENDITURES OF HALL STARTED 

raU WEEK I DO NOT 33LT5V3 THIS WOULD SS TO DIFFICULT. I K.10W THE 
3R0KEr"*THAT HANDLED 0N3 OF HIS TRANSACTIONS OF PROPERTY, AND }VsRY- 
TH nr- ELSE I MENTIONED IN MY LAST LETTER IS OBTAINABLE IN THE 
'B’EN COUNTY COURTHOUSE OR THROUGH THE MOTOR VEHICLES DEPT. 

MAYBE I'M REFLECTING A BIT, PERHAPS I'M TOO CERTAIN THAT HALL WAS 
INVOLVED. OR EVEN IT COULD 3 E CONSIDERED PERSECUTION. LO, hLL 
I N^D IS TO REMEMBER HIM, HIS ACTIONS, STATEMENTS, CONTACT, a, E JC. 
ESPECIALLY AFTER THE GARRISON INDICTMENT TO KNOW THIS INDIVIDUAL 
WAS EITHER THERE OR KNEW WHO WAS. 

I'VE °EAD WHATEVER HAS SEEP! AVAILABLE AND YOUR WORKS CO.-liiS CLOSES 
TO ino r R ST AN DING HALL. I KNEW HIM VERY, VERY WELL. TO. THa .-OI.iT 
THAT" IF GIVEN THE TIMS I'M SURE HE WOULD HAVE "UNLOADED' TO ME, 

KAYES ANOTHER WEEK OF PRESSURE ON GARRISON'S PARE, MAYBE T Ha LIT. Li 
ADVANTAGE OF HAVING SOME MONEY AT THAT TIME, MAYBE THIS OR THAT, I 
WOULD HAVE LIKED TO BE GIVEN SOME OF THOSE THINGS THEN, WHEN HE 
CA ; -IE TO l-rsr WELL I DON'T KNOW BUT PERHAPS HE WOULD HAVE CAVED IN. 
SSr 'T,r. THAT KTND OF THOUGHT IS MONDAY MORNIN G QUARTERBACKING, 

BUt ’daM^I ' D OF BEEN MORE COMPLETE, MORS CONVINCING, MAYBE HALL 
HA0 SOME OF THE ANWSERS. I'D BET HE DOES AND WOULD GIVE ODDS. 
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vou have EXPERTISE OSWALT.-- 1 WILL ASSUME Y OU AS I ARE LIKE IN OUR 
THINKING THERE, OF COURSE MOST OF MY CONVICTIONS ARE INFLUENCED 3Y 
YOUR WRITINGS . THE ?OIN T BEING IS THAT OTHERS,. F033I3LY MANY 
OTHERS INFLUENCED THE FINAL ACT AND THE COVERUP THEREAFTER, WELL 
I BELIEVE THAT A NUMBER OF THESE PEOPLE ARE STILL ABOUT IN ONE 
C ABAC ITY OR ANOTHER, A HI) LIKE A GIANT PUZZLE IT IS A MATTER OF 
FITTING, 'OT SIMPLY, AS YOU WELL KNOW,. PERPLEXING IN SO MANY 
AVENUES BUT ULTIMATELY YOU V/ ILL PROVE YOTJR CORRECTNESS. MAYBE 
THIS is A RECHARGING OF MY THOUGHTS, BUT I KNOW THAT SOMEWHERE 
EVERY DAY AND POSSIBLY EVER HOUR THERE ARE PEOPLE CONG IRKED AND 
SWEATING. HALL IS ONE. HAROLD YOU CAN'T IMAGINE THE PRESSURE 
THE MAN WAS UNDER AT THE TINE US WERE "CLOSE". THIS PERSONAL 
CONCERN OF DOING THE RIGHT THING AND SAYING THE RIGHT THING, AND 
STILL ALLOWING FOR HIS PERSONAL "EGO TRIP", WAS ALMOST UN IMAGINED . 
THE MAN V/ AS IN A' LITERAL "HELL". DROWU^ING MUST BE A SIMULAR ----- 
PIERENCE. I NOV/ REALIZE HIS MISRSPRESE TTATION TO JIM GARRISON, 

AND WOULD LOVE TO DEARLY COMP .ARE "NOTES" WITH JIM ON THIS . I 
KEPT GARRISON AWARE OF HALL'S MOVEMENTS , CONTACTS. PERSONAL RE- 
ACTIONS, ETC., AND SUDDENLY HALL IS SOME KIND OF "HERO" FOR 
GOING TO NEW ORLEANS TO CONTRIBUTE NOTHING. MYSTREY. 

I MAY HAVE RELATED THIS TO YOU PRIOR, BUT K2RNVILLE RESIDENTS 
(REALLY ORLY THE BAR PATRONS) LOOKED ON HALL AS A CELEBRITY. 

OF COURSE HE RELISHED THE LIMELIGHT. 3RAGGING OK H 13 ^KNOWN- 
LEDGE OF THE WHOLE PICTURE, AND HOLDING AUDIENCE AS OFTEN AS 
IT WAS REQUESTED. THIS IS AFTER HIS RETURN FROM NEW ORLEANS. 

HF MUST HAVE FELT "SAFE" AT THIS P 0 1 NT AND FEARED NO REPRI3IALS.. 
NO GUNS. "NO LOOKING OVER HIS SHOULDER AS WAS THE CASE PRIOR TO 
NEW ORLEANS. LOT OF SP2CULATI 'N ON MY PART, BUT IT ONLY IS FUEL 
TO MY SINCERE CONVICTION AND/OR THEROY OF FIS INVOLVEMENT . 
jffl GARRISON WAS, AT MY’ LAST PERSONAL CONTACT WITH HIM, SEEM- 
INGLY WrrB* CONVINCED OF HALL'S PARTICIPATION. WHAT COULD HALL 
HAVE PROVEN TO GARRISON 'TO HAVE TURNED JIM'S THOUGHTS AMD WHAT- 
EVER EVIDENCE COMPLETELY AROUND? MR. GARRISON WAS AT ONE TIME 
"’OLD OR HAD PROVEN EVIDENCE THAT HALL WAS A MATERIAL WITNESS, 
g-?p-ps OR' AFTER THE FACT. BUT AFTER THE TRIP TO N.O. HE COMES 
OUT "CLEAN". THESE LOOSE ENDS. I'M SUPS YOU HAVE CONSIDERED 
THOUSANDS, BUT THESE ARE SOME OF THE THOUGHTS THAT STILL RE- 
MAIN WITH ME. 

KAY I ASK YOU WHAT CONCLUDES YOUR CERTAINTY THAT MCDONALD'S 
BOOK IS A FRAUD? MONEY? NOTICE? OR WHAT? I FOUND ONE Dj SECT 
FLAW U’ON F T R3T PE AD INC- . Y OU MUST HAVE DISCOVERED MORE TO 
ARRIVE AT YOUR CONCLUSIONS. WELL,- IT'S A STORY I HAVE SEEN 
NO 1 UBLIC AC KNOWNLE DO EMENT OF, OR SUPPORT EITHER, MAYBE IT 
(HT3 BOOK) WILL JOIN OTHERS THAT REALLY BEAR NO FUTURE COK- 

3”DERAT ION . 

£3 SLOW AS I T V PE I'LL CONCLUDE HERE. HOPE Y A U FEEL BITTER. 

WRITE AS YOU HAVE TIME, BUT I'D APPRECIATE SOME OF YOUR THOUGHTS 

ON THE ABOVE. 
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